The  Honourable  A.  J.  Kooke,  M.L.A., 
Provincial  Secretary, 

Edmonton,  Alberta. 


March  4th,  1957. 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  the 
Provincial  Secretary  for  the  year  ending  Decenoer  31st,  1956,  showing  statistical 
detail  of  the  services  rendered  and  of  the  activities  coming  under  the  purview  of 
the  Department,  covering  the  calendar  year  1956  and  showing  the  revenue  of  the 
Department  for  tho  fiscal  year  ending  March  31st,  1956. 


The  statistics  are  given  in  tabular  form  showing  comparisons  for  three 
successive  years  and  are  arranged  in  the  following  order. 


Fiscal  Year  Revenue 
Amusements  Branch 

Amusements  Tax  Division 
Censorship  Division 
Theatre  Inspection  Division 
Companies  Branch 
Fire  Commissioner's  Branch 
Fuel  Oil  Tax  Branch 
General  Office 
Insurance  Branch 


Revenue  of  the  Department  for  the  fiscal  y 
showed  cjj  increase  of  9.05  over  the  revenue  for  the  preceding  fisc—  year. 

Admissions  at  places  of  amusement  in  1956  showed  a  decline  of  1^.5.- 
fron  the  previous  year.  This  follows  a  decline  of  lC.?",j  in  the  year  1955.  The 
drop  in  amusements  tax  revenue  however  was  only  10.45  in  1956  and  7.7.5  in  1955, 
due  to  the  trend  to  higher  prices  of  admission.  Pari-mutuel  tea:  again  she..-  _n 
increase  over  the  previous  year  of  9.45  compared  with  an  increase  cf  10.4.  in  1955. 
The  number  of  pictures  reviewed  by  the  Boarc.  of  Censors  in  1956  dre.-.-cd  by  3./.J  in 
35  a  .a.  subjects  and  increased  by  35.45  in  16  n.n.  subjects. 
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Company  incorporations  under  The  Companies  Act  ir.  1956  exceeded  the 
1955  previous  record  year  by  19$,  while  the  number  of  foreign  or  extra-provincial 
companies  registered  declined  by  7,1%.  After  strike-offs  there  was  a  net  increase 
in  the  number  of  companies  registered  (all  companies)  at  the  end  of  the  year 
of  10.5$. 

The  Fire  Prevention  Branch  combines  fire  investigation  work  with  a 
program  of  fire  prevention  inspections  and  fire  protection  instruction  and 
education.  The  Fire  Commissioner  and  his  staff,  with  the  co-operation  of  local  fire 
departments  directed  and  promoted  a  vigorous  Fire  Prevention  Week  campaign. 
Firemanship  competitions  were  held  in  High  Prairie,  Kedwater,  Coleman,  Red  Deer, 

Lac  la  Biche,  l-alk  River,  Calgary  and  Kimberley.  Active  co-operation  with  and 
support  of  the  Provincial  Civil  Defence  Organization  was  continued. 

Total  gallonago  sales  of  all  fuel  oil  to  consumers  in  the  province  in 
the  year  1956  showed  an  increase  of  15.7$  over  the  previous  year  as  compared  with 
a  1 3.3$  increase  in  1955  over  the  year  1954.  At  the  same  time  total  gallonage 
sales  of  taxable  fuel  oil  increased  by  10.03$  in  1956  as  compared  with  a  9 .4$ 
increase  in  1955. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  to  insurance  companies,  agents  and 
adjusters  in  the  licensing  year  ending  in  1956  held  steady  with' the  licences 
issued  in  the  previous  licensing  year.  Real  Estate  Agents  and  salesmen  however 
shewed  a  16.9$  increase  after  having  been  down  6.1$  in  the  previous  year. 

Insurance  premiums  written  in  the  province  of  Alberta  in  the  calendar  year  1955 
amounted  to  030,223,876.,  an  increase  of  8.2$  over  the  previous  year.  These  premiums 
represented  a  per  capita  premium  cost  of  075.26,  compared  with  a  per  capita  cost 
in  the  previous  year  of  §71.32. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


i  E.  R/  Hughes 
Deputy  Provincial  Secretary 


FISCAL  YEAS  REVENUE 


19 5 3-5 A 

1954-55 

1955-56 

jsements  branch 

Amusements  Tax 

$1,057,360.57 

$1,124,745.80 

$1,013,757.36 

Pari-Mutuel  Tax 

341,433.81 

374,375.11 

412,674.94 

Censorship  Fees 

40,595-50 

40,963.00 

45,994.50 

Licence  Face,  Theatres,  Halls,  etc. 

23,679.36 

27,015 .33 

26,022.05 

Licence  Fees.  Moving  Picture  Operators  2,399.00 

3,231.60 

2,3n.25 

Total,  Amusements  Branch 

$1,466,018.74 

$1,570,336,39 

$1,500,760.10 

SPAMISS  BRANCH 

Alberta  Companies  Incorporated 

$  146,337.34 

$  123,546.17 

$  143,427.36 

Foreign  Companies  Registered 

42,620.71 

41,539.13 

42,060.72 

Extracts  and  Searches 

4,465.67 

5,662.13 

3,003.95 

Total,  Companies  Act 

Companies  Information  Act 

$  193,424.2 2 

$  175,797.43 

5.00 

$  193,497.53 

Corporations  Taxation  Act 

13.60 

13.00 

Trust  Companies  Act 

119.40 

ns  .30 

105.00 

Miscellaneous  Acts 

Miscellaneous  Revenue 

1,335.75 

1,540.30 

1,664.50 

2.00 

Total,  Companies  Branch 

$  194,379.37 

$  177,430.13 

$  195,237.03 

IE  COMMISSIONER'S  BRANCH 

Fire  Prevention  Tax 

$  44,237.03 

$  42,116.69 

$  39,655.53 

Lightning  Rod  Act,  Liconces 

230.25 

175.52 

311.20 

Total,  Fire  Commissioner's  Branch!  1:4,567.23 

$  42,292.21 

$  39,966.73 

X  OIL  TAX  BRANCH 

Fuel  Oil  Tax  (Net  of  Commissions) 

$17,315,099.65 

$13,576,962.53  $20,256,251.39 

iERAL  OFFICE 

Change  of  Name  Act 

$  3,479.50 

$  3,360.00 

$  3,932.00 

Professionals  Acts:  Chiropody 

10. CO 

10.00 

20  .00 

Chiropractic 

130.00 

160.00 

Naturopathy 

200.00 

360.50 

Optometry 

20.00 

£0.00 

20.00 

Queen's  Counsel  Letters  Patent 

1,300.00 

1,900.00 

5, 139.50  $  4,470.50  $  5, 072  .CD 


Total.,  Loneral  Office 


IMSU.fiNCE  BRANCH 

1955-5 4 

1954.-55 

1955-56 

Agents'  Licence  Fees 

$ 

49,719.71 

$ 

51,604.44 

$ 

52,523.50 

Connardes'  Licence  Fees 

126,515.00 

133,197.50 

142,312.50 

Total,  Insurance  Act 

$ 

176,634.71 

$ 

134,301.94 

$ 

194,341.00 

Seal  Estate  Agents  Licensing  Act 

10,393.00 

9,317.00 

10,747.00 

Miscellaneous  Revenue 

1,233.10 

991.30 

1,034.64 

Total,  Insurance  Branch 

$ 

130,265.31 

$ 

195,610.74 

$ 

206,622.64 

MISCELLANEOUS  REVENUE 

Profit  on  Sale  of  Fuel  Oil  Dye 

* 

13,271.35 

$ 

11,660.22 

$ 

12,856.32 

Roinbursement  of  Salaries  and  Esaenses 

22,432.94 

2,249.61 

1,894.86 

Sale  of  Autonobiles 

4,196.63 

304.20 

300.17 

Total,  Miscellaneous  Revenue 

S 

39,900.92 

$_ 

14,214.09 

$ 

15,051.35 

HOT  OH  VEHICLES  BRANCH  ^3  $277  97o39 


%~~>53j-aQtiS*b&  ^0,501,416.59  $22,219,011.29 


total  revenue  all  branches 


TABLE  IX 


AI-SJSSEMTS  B8AKCH 
AMUSEHEHTS  TAX  DIVISION 

-toj.sc-i.nts  Admissions 


1954 

1955 

1956 

Calcary 

5,545,397 

4,540,029 

3,320,911 

Edmonton 

6,332,566 

5,467,140 

4,527,2 26 

Lethbridge 

1,110,956 

1,114,049 

732,436 

Medicine  Hat 

592aooo 

575,569 

575,264 

All  Others 

7,767,475 

7,310,505 

5,325,136 

Total  Admissions 

21,349,202 

19,007,292 

15,431,023 

Pari-Mutuel  Betting 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Calgary 

$3,619,923. 

$3,932,134. 

$4,174,233. 

Edmonton 

3,097,904. 

4,373,093. 

4,913,191. 

All  Others 

19,034. 

7,333. 

11,236. 

Total  Betting 

$7,536,926. 

$3,313,115. 

$9,093,765. 

Places  of  Amusement  Licensed 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Entertainment  Halls 

366 

333 

900 

Film  Exchanges 

13 

1  A 

13 

Itinerant  Exhibitors 

13 

10 

7 

Theatres 

■439 

437 

404 

Travelling  Shows  (including  Carnivals)  66 

71 

45 

Total  licensed 


1420 


1369 


1397 


AMUSEMENTS  BRANCH 


CENSORSHIP  DIVISION 


Standard  Gua^e  Fiia  (35  nun.) 


Number  of  Pilr.3  Eliminations  * 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1954 

1955  1956 

Australian 

2 

Bra3i.li.an 

2 

3(1) 

British 

251 

237 

259 

55(18) 

44(13)  50(17) 

Canadian 

20 

16 

12 

1(1) 

Chinese 

5 

Danish 

2 

1(1) 

Franco-Italian 

i 

French 

8 

10 

8 

11(4) 

12(2) 

German 

35 

43 

42 

20(5) 

11(6)  29(9) 

Hungarian 

1 

Israeli 

2 

Italian 

25 

27 

19 

7(2) 

7(2)  11(2) 

Japanese 

3 

8 

Mexican 

1 

Monaco  French 

2 

Polish 

2 

Russian 

14 

7 

11 

1(1) 

5(1) 

South  African 

3 

Swiss 

2 

3 

United  States 

21S7 

2506 

2380 

97(44) 

58(34)196(86) 

Yiddish 

1 

Totals 

2543 

2860 

2754 

192(75)  137(58)295(116) 

Second  Prints 

1805 

ISAS 

1761 

Total  all  Films  4343 

4703 

4515 

4  3  2 

5  6  4 


*  Indicates  number  of  individual  eliminations,  several  of  which  nay  occur  in  the 
3ano  fain.  The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  r.unber  of  files  fren  which 
eliminations  have  been  node. 


Indicates  number  of  complete  films  rejected 


Harrow  Guage  Fiia  (16  ja.ei.) 

TAILS  Iil  cont. 

Number  of  Films  Elimir^.'tions  * 

ke.1ectior.ci  *-* 

1951  1955  1956  1951  1955  1956 

1951  1955  195< 

Austrian 

1 

Australian 

2 

1 

British 

34 

63 

61 

6(2)  20(7)  31(3) 

1 

Canadian  (French) 

2 

Chinese 

2 

2 

CscchoslcvaleLan 

1 

Danish 

1 

1 

Dutch 

1 

French 

71 

82 

86 

9(1) 

German 

O 

-/ 

18 

2 

3(1)  9(1) 

Hungarian 

4 

3 

Italian 

4 

7 

9(2)  4(1) 

Japanese 

1  . 

Polish 

• 

1 

Russian 

20 

27 

12 

2(2)  6(2)  10(2) 

1 

Spanish 

1 

Swedish 

1 

2 

4(1) 

Svds3 

1 

Ukrainian 

1 

1 

United  States) 
and  Canada) 

150? 

1759 

24.90 

19(16)  47(27)  43(20) 

1654 

1964 

2659 

36(22)  80(38)  111  (33)  — 

2  — 

*  Indicates  number  of  individual  eliminations,  several  of  which  may  occur  in  the 
same  film.  The  figures  in  brackets  indicate  the  number  of  files  if  on  which 
eliminations  have  been  made. 

**  Indicates  number  of  complete  films  rejected. 


AME3MSHTS  BRAHCH 


^  division 

Theatre  and  Hall  Inspections 


3.955  1956 


Humber  of  Plans  surveyed 

39 

24 

14 

Places  rccomandcd  for  licence  (new  and  remodelled) 

66 

61 

50 

Number  of  places  inspected 

307 

365 

519 

Recommendations  made 

460 

625 

320 

Pro.i 

ection  Room 

and  Projector  Insoe 

ctionb 

1954 

-195-5. 

1956 

Projection  rooms  inspected 

105 

95 

132 

Projectors  inspected 

202 

199 

232 

Recommendations  made 

206 

150 

133 

Projectionists*  Liconsinr 

Licences  Issued 

Exaiain 

ations 

Held  • 

195it 

1955  3.956 

1954 

5.955 

1956 

First  class 

10 

13  4 

17 

12 

2 

Second  class 

27 

17  11 

23" 

17 

17 

Third  class 

53 

47  31 

62 

54 

34 

Apprentice 

31 

73  74 

Harrow  Guage 

141 

109  S3 

Permits 

S 

7  3 

325 

266  226 

1C2 

S3 

53 

Fll 

ja  Reports 

-1954.. 

1955 

1956 

Lumber  of  films  reported 

56,303 

62,721 

61,799 

lumber  of  films  revised 

155 

64 

31 

Nunber  oi  rilns  condemned. 

7 

23 

7 

• 

COMPANIES  BRANCH 

# 

TABLE  V 

Tha  Coananies  Act 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Provincial  Companies 

Number  incorporated 

1177 

1263 

1503 

(Oil  and  Gas  Drilling)* 

(173) 

(142) 

(131) 

Number  struck  off  register 

269 

293 

37S 

Number  restored  to  register 

5 

11 

11 

Net  increase  in  Registrations 

913 

931 

1136 

Extra-Provincial  Companies 

Number  registered 

201 

241 

(Oil  and  Gas  Drilling)* 

Us) 

(72) 

(32) 

Number  struck  off  register 

95 

S3 

103 

Number  restored  to  register 

5 

4 

2 

Net  increase  in  Registrations 

111 

162 

123 

Number  of  Companies  Registered  at  end  of  year 

Provincial 

£400 

9331 

10,517 

Extra-Provincial 

2422 

2534 

2,707 

Totals 

10,S22 

11,965 

13,224 

*  Included  in  the  figures  for  number  of  companies  incorporated  or  registered. 


Incorporations  Under  Other  Statutes 


1954 

1955 

1956 

The  Cemetery  -Act 

1 

3 

The  Co-operative  Associations  Act,  1946 

54 

30 

36 

The  Credit  Union  Act 

14 

14 

16 

The  Religious  Societies'  Lends  Act 

31 

19 

23 

The  Societies  Act 

191 

173 

216 

244 


291 


296 


•  • 

T'T^r ?  r»ArotrrtiCTOnn:’r>  re 


Firo  Looses  .( 

estinated) 

■  • 

1954 

1255 

1956 

Property  loss 

07,657, 085.  16,810*683. 

$6,005,933. 

Per  capita  less  * 

$  7.31  $ 

6.33 

0  5.63 

Lo  G  5  0 j.  0 

35 

46 

31 

Injuries 

25 

32 

34 

*  Population  of  Alberts!  1954  —  l,O39,C00j  1955  ~  l,0oo,0Q0j 

1956  - 

1,123,116. 

Inspection 

Service 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Towns  inspected 

773 

581 

550 

Buildings  inspected 

1542 

1235 

1903 

Plans  checked 

366 

450  • 

481 

Written  orders 

131 

170 

301 

Verbal  orders 

250 

2S5 

422 

Written  recommendations 

1767 

1107 

2677 

Special  inspections 

582 

417 

361 

Fire  investigations 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Number  of  investigations 

94 

137 

na 

Incendiary  and  suspected  incendiary 

26 

41 

37 

Charges  laid  (arson  and  allied  offences) 

O 

12 

13 

Convictions 

7 

6 

5 

Pending 

— 

4 

2 

Investigations 

Superintendent 

on  Behalf  of 
of  Insurance 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Investigations  under  Alberta  Insurance  Act 

51 

31 

23 

Charges  laid 

10 

7 

4 

Convictions  obtained 

10 

7 

4 

Investigations  under  P.eal  Estate  Agents’ 

Licensing  Act 

63 

23 

33 

Charges  laid 

2 

5 

9 

Convictions  obtained 

2 

5 

O 

Pending 


A 


Meetings  held 

222 

179 

Number  of  film  showings 

281 

113 

Attendance  at  Meetings 

10,537 

12,052 

-r0  Brills  held  (at  schools,  hospitals  etc.) 

119 

HO 

Demonstrations  of  first  aid  fire  fighting 

equipment 

93 

S9 

Number  of  Fire  Prevention  Week  reports 

252 

226 

..Fire  Protection  Instruction  Unit 

195iv 

1955 

Fire  Departments  inspected 

202 

119 

Recommendations 

243 

126 

Drills  called 

93 

91 

The  LiKhtnin? 

Red  Act 

1954 

1955 

Companies  licensed 

r\ 

4 

Agents  licensed 

42 

41 

Investigations 

2 

2 

Special  inspections 

6 

16 

FUEL  OIL  TAX  3SAKCH 


TABLE  VII 


Sales  of  Fusi  Oil  to  Consumers  in  Alberta 

j  .  , 


Gallons  non-purple  tax-exempt  fuel  oil 
C-allons  purple  tax-exempt  fuel  oil 
TOTAL  C-ALLOHS  TAX-EXEMPT  SALES 
TOTAL  GALLONS  TAXABLE  SALES 

TOTAL  GALLONS  ALL  SALES 

Prosecutions  unde: 


1954 

1955 

1956 

214,000,941V 

254,959,708 

320,467,827 

160,140,644 

176,506,31s 

190,495,236 

374, $41, 588 

431,466,026 

510,963,063 

187,975,605 

205,734,470 

226,369,44-7 

562,117,193 

637,200,496 

737,332,510 

the  Fuel  Oil  Tax  Act 

1954 

1955  • 

1956 

1,497 

1,578 

1,412 

$38,953. 

§44,106. 

$42,150. 

Number  of  prosecutions 
Fines  and  costs  paid 


GtflfV.L  0"?icr, 


TABLE  VIII 


Chance  of  Name  Act 

1951 

1955 

1956 

Certificate's 

of  Change  of  Name  issued 

251 

3C9 

332 

Accountants'  Experience  Appraisal  Board 

The  Alberta  Chartered  Accountants  Act 

1951 

1955 

1956 

Applications 

received 

20 

22 

22 

Certificates 

granted 

H 

17 

12 

Applications 

refused 

i)  conditionally 

6 

4 

6 

i 

1)  unconditionally 

— 

ZL 

1 

Applications 

hold,  incompletely  documented 

— 

— 

3 

Board  of  Examiners 

The  Chiropody  Professions  Act 

1951 

1955 

1956 

Applications 

received 

~ 

2 

2 

Certificates 

granted  - 

■  graduates  of  Accredited  Schools 

— 

2 

2 

Applications 

refused  - 

failed  on  examination 

— 

— 

— 

Chiropractic  Appraisal  Board 

The  Chiropractic  Act.  1915 

1955 

1956 

Applications 

carried  forward  from  previous  year 

— 

2 

Applications 

received 

8 

17 

Applicants  a- 

;proved 

5 

16 

Applicants  r.ot  approved 

T 

3 

Applications 

carried  over 

2 

— 

Schools  approved  (graduates  qualified  to  practise)  13  15 


TABLE  VIII  cont 


Naturopathic  Appraisal  Board 


.ha  Nature pithy  Act 


Applications  carried  i’onard  iron  previous  year 
Applications  recoivcd 
Applicants  approved 
Applicants  not  approved 

Schools  approved  (graduates  qualified  to  practise) 


1955  1956 

—  1 

1  6 

—  6 

—  1 

17  1G 


Board  of  axaalners 
The  Optometry  Act,  1950 

1954  1955 

Applications  received  g  t_ 

Certificates  granted  -  graduates  of  Accredited  Schools  4  _ 

Applications  refused  -  failed  on  examination  —  1 


1956 

1 

1 


Summary  =of  all  applications  fcr  certification 
under  the  Professionals  Acts  u-  eceraber  31.  19 5 ^ 


Total  applications  received 

Total  certificates  granted 

i)  graduates  of  Accredited 
Schools 

id)  qualified  on  examination 

Total  applications  refused 

i)  conditionally 

il)  unconditionally 

iii)  failed  on  examination 

Total  Applications  withdrawn 

Applications  held,  incompletely 
documented 


Chart.  Acc«  Chiro  ~  ly  Chironr,-. stic;-  1  nturonar 

93  7  25  7 


Ootcn:'! 


63 


15 


21 


32 


Applicants  listed  with  the  Appraisal  Board  since  1955  as  graduates  of  accredited 
schools  and  qualified  to  oractise. 


f 


Bisuzmca  BjjAi?cH 


The  Alberta  Insurance  Act 


1954 

1955 

1956 

Conpanies  licensed  1)  Dominion  registered 

333 

341 

341 

2)  Alberta  incorporated 

6 

6 

6 

3)  Extra-provincial 

12 

13 

15 

Total,  Companies  licensed 

351 

360 

362 

Jlevf  Companies  admitted 

10 

13 

n 

Companies  withdrawn 
|  ’ 

1 

4 

6 

Company  mergers 

1 

— 

3 

Company  inspections  carried  out 

<5 

3 

4 

3 

Agents’  certificates  of  authority  issued 

4,242 

4,979 

4,932 

Adjusters  licences  issued 

142 

145 

143 

Complaint s  received 

ns 

193. 

215 

Charges  entered 

10 

7 

4 

Convictions  obtained 

10 

7 

4 

Letters  of  warning 

— 

15 

.  20 

The  ileal  Estate  A  (tent  s’ 

Licensin'  Act 

1955 

1956 

Agents’  and  Salesmen’s  licences  issued 

1,213 

1,702 

1,989 

Complaints  received 

56 

63 

75 

Charges  enterew 

2 

6 

10 

Convictions  obtained 

2 

6 

3 

Cases  dismissed  or  withdrawn 

— 

_ 

4 

Cases  pending 

— 

— 

4 

Letters  of  warning 

— 

17 

12 

‘ 


